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ware River where he was fortunate in obtaining passage
in a sailing boat bound for Philadelphia.

It was a Sunday morning in October, 1723, when
young Franklin first set foot in the city which had been
founded by the great William Penn forty-one years
before. He must have looked a sorry young tramp as he
trudged along through the quiet streets, for he was
covered with mud, and tired, and desperately hungry,
and all he had in the world between him and starvation
was one dollar. Benjamin was not particularly worried,
however. He found a baker's shop where he bought
some rolls, and then continued his walk, munching as he
went. On the way he met many people going to church
who laughed at him because of his dirty appearance,
and the boy particularly noticed a pretty young girl in
a house he passed who appeared to find him very funny.
But Benjamin was much too tired to care what people
thought of him, and presently he followed a crowd of
worshippers into a Quakers' meeting-house where he
promptly fell asleep and slept all through the service.

In such manner Benjamin Franklin spent his first
day in the city of which he was to become the most
famous citizen. The next day he obtained work in the
office of a printer named Samuel Keimer, and he found
lodgings at the house belonging to the father of the
pretty girl who had laughed at him, and who, he now
learned, was named Deborah Read.

Benjamin quickly proved his worth to his new em-
ployer. He was a rapid compositor and even at seventeen
a clever printer, and he soon became the leading crafts-
man in Mr. Keimer's shop. Life was now much more